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Subject: Art & Design  

Theme: Niki de Saint Phalle (French-American sculptor) 

Knowledge Skills Vocabulary (Top 20) 

 
Know about the contemporary artist 
Niki de Saint Phalle and recognise 
some of her work. 
 
Understand that Niki de Saint Phalle is 
an iconic female artist who challenged 
art conventions and theories.  
 
Know that she is widely noted as one 
of the few female monumental 
sculptors in the world. 
 
Take inspiration from the art work of 
Niki de Saint Phalle to create their 
own art work. 
 
Make links between the work of Niki 
de Saint Phalle and their own. 
 

 
On-going throughout unit of work: 

• Systematically investigate, research and test ideas and plan using a sketchbook e.g. 
show how work will be produced and how the qualities of materials will be used.  

• Explain what an artist is trying to say about their subject matter.  

• Discuss and review own and others work, expressing thoughts and feelings explaining 
their views and identify/ explain modifications or changes and see how they can be 
developed further. 

 
Lesson specific: 

• Mix paint with an understanding of primary, secondary and monochromatic colours. 

• Introduce the idea of tertiary colours (primary + secondary) and harmonious colours  

• Confidently control the types of marks made and experiment with different effects, 
movements and textures including blocking in colour, washes and thickening paint to 
create textual effects. 

• Shape, form, join, construct and model materials for a purpose.  

• Use recycled, natural or manmade materials to create sculptures, confidently and 
successfully joining. 

• Embellish work, using a variety of techniques, including drawing, painting and printing 
on top of textural work. 

 

  
complementary  
contemporary art 
defied artistic convention 
distinctive style 
human form  
organic form 
sculptor 
sculpture 
pattern 
vivid 
whimsical 
activist  
fantastical (strange/weird) 
large scale 
monumental  
social commitment 
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Explore in sketch books:                                                                                                                                                                                  Final piece - Modroc sculpture  
 
                                       

 

                                                                                                             

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


