
 

Foundations in Design and Technology 

The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage is organised across seven areas of 

learning and development rather than specific subject areas.  

The table below identifies the statements taken from the Statutory Framework for EYFS 2021 and 

Development Matters which are foundation skills for Design and Technology within the National 

Curriculum. 

The most relevant statements for Design and Technology are taken from the following areas of 

learning: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Physical Development 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 

Children have the opportunity to develop foundation skills in Design and Technology as part of the 

daily continuous provision and focussed sessions in our EYFS provision. 

 

Three and 
Four-
Year-Olds 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

• Select and use activities and resources, 
with help when needed. This helps 
them to achieve a goal they have 
chosen, or one which is suggested to 
them. 

Physical Development • Use large-muscle movements to wave 
flags and streamers, paint and make 
marks. 

• Chose the right resources to carry out 
their own plan. 

• Collaborating with others to manage 
large items.  

• Develop their small motor skills so that 
they can use a range of tools 
competently, safely and confidently.  

Understanding the World • Use all their senses in hands-on 
exploration of natural materials.  

• Explore collections of materials with 
similar and/or different properties. 

• Explore how things work. 

Reception Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

• Show resilience and perseverance in 
the face of a challenge. 

• Think about the perspectives of others. 

Physical Development • Develop their small motor skills so that 
they can use a range of tools 
competently, safely and confidently. 



Expressive Arts and Design • Explore, use and refine a variety of 
artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous 
learning, refining ideas and developing 
their ability to represent them. 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 
resources and skills.  

ELG Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

Managing Self 
 

• Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge. 

• Explain the reasons for rules, know 
right from wrong and try to behave 
accordingly. 

• Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal needs, including dressing. 
Going to the toilet and understanding 
the importance of healthy food choices. 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Creating 
with Materials 

• Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. 

• Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used.  

 


